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Proud to be the Healthcare Provider for 
Morrow County Schools

For more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, callFor more information, call

(419) 949.3086

Rehab Services

Schools Include:
Cardington-Lincoln
Highland
Gilead Christian

Mt. Gilead
Northmor

morrowcountyhospital.com

Three convenient locations:

Morrow County Hospital
at The Cardinal Center
73 Sportsman’s Drive
Marengo, Ohio 43334

Morrow County Hospital
at Northfield
6519 U.S. Hwy. 42
Mt. Gilead, Ohio 43338

Morrow County Hospital
651 West Marion Road
Mt. Gilead, Ohio 43338

Morrow County Hospital
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Mathews Marathon

Serving Cardington since 1959 | 310 W. Main Street • Cardington • 419-864-6951

Coffee•Pop•Chips•
Sandwiches•Tobacco

Lotto•Gas•Diesel
Kerosene•Propane

•Interstate Batteries
•Mastercraft Tires

Residential • Commercial • Industrial 
Service & Installation

Major Credit Cards Accepted
Ohio Lic. #28305

Financing available with
credit approval 

Commercial Leasing Program

LOCAL 419-253-9445
TOLL FREE 866-282-3769

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES 
AND MODELS

REFRIGERATION:
• WALK-IN COOLERS

• ICE MACHINES

• MOBILE/MODULAR HOMES • 
• FUEL OIL •

• FURNACES • BOILERS • 
• GEOTHERMAL •

• TOTAL ZONE SYSTEM •

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County SentinelHighland’s 2016 football team is pictured above.

Scots want to stay at top of league
While the Highland 

football team has a lot of 
experience returning, they 
aren’t as fortunate depth-
wise.

The team returns seven 
starters on offense and 
eight on the defensive 
side of the ball, but only 
has 11 letter-winners 
returning. While head 

coach Chad Carpenter 
has plenty of players with 
some experience that he 
can call upon, he notes 
that he’ll also have to get 
contributions from many 
new faces.

“We have good team 
speed and many players 
received playing time last 
year and should be able 
to contribute towards 
our team success this 
year. The lack of depth at 

many positions is always a 
concern. We will have new 
faces this year seeing some 
playing time for the fi rst 
time.”

Offensively, the coach 
looks at Javier Vasquez, 
Zach Baker and Colton 
Liszkai as key players on 
the line. Jared Limings, 
Dakota Buntin, Brock 
Veley and Josh Cantrell will 
run the ball, while Dylan 
Tuggle, William Parsley, 

Kaden Bunting and Isaiah 
Stoneburner will be looked 
upon to catch passes from 
quarterback Max Schreiber.

Many of those players will 
also see time defensively, 
with Baker, Vasquez 
and Matthew Davidson 
playing on the line; Austyn 
Albanese and Matt Reid 
working as linebackers and 
Tuggle, Dakota Bunting, 
Logan Veley, Parsley and 
Caleb Matos being expected 

to contribute as defensive 
backs.

The Scots fi nished 6-1 in 
league play last year to tie 
Fredericktown for the Blue 
title. Overall, they were 6-4 
due to a tough non-league 
schedule — something 
that remains the same this 
season.

“Like in past years, we 
play a very tough non-
conference schedule,” said 
Carpenter. “We open up 

on the road with Bloom-
Carroll and Heath and then 
home with River Valley. 
Conference play should 
be very competitive this 
year, as many of them 
have a lot of returning 
players. Fredericktown 
and Cardington should 
be towards the top of the 
league.”

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 
419-946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect 
with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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Stop in for all 
your car and truck 

care needs!

Mt. Gilead
90 E. Marion

419-946-4055

MarenGo
4520 Sr 229

419-253-2202

We Grill while you chill
Ice Cream & Sandwiches All Year Round

In A Hurry? Order Ahead! 419-946-1951
43 N.Main St. • Mt Gilead, OH
Hours: Mon - Sun 10am-9pm

Courtesy Photo | Donna KillCardington’s football team for the fall season is pictured above.

The Cardington football team will have a 
lot of skill players back from last year’s 7-3 
team, but will have to fill in some holes on 
the line in order to match that success.

The team returns 11 lettermen, including 
seven offensive and five defensive starters, 
but graduated nine players and had another 
move out of the district.

A number of the returnees had big 

years for the Pirates last year. Devin Pearl 
(wide receiver, free safety, returner) was 
a first-team pick in the Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference, Central District and state, 
while Luke McCarrell (quarterback, 
punter) got second-team nods from 
the league and district and Daniel Kill 
(running back, linebacker) was a second-
team league pick who also was named 
honorable mention in the district. Both 
Tyler Villella and Christian Huffman also 
were second-team picks by the MOAC.

“Our offense is led by senior quarterback 

Luke McCarrell, who threw for over 2000 
yards as a junior,” said head coach Jerry 
Williams, “a receiving core led by first-team 
all-state receiver Devin Pearl and talented 
tandem running backs in Daniel Kill and 
Christian Huffman. The weaknesses are 
replacing three senior linemen and depth.”

The coach had much the same to say 
about his team’s defense.

“We have talented linebackers Tyler 
Villella and Daniel Kill and all-conference 
Christian Huffman is a strong edge 
player,” said the coach. “It’s an all-senior 

secondary group led by Clayton Clark, 
who helps in the back half of the defense. 
The weaknesses are replacing the entire 
defensive line and depth.”

While Williams feels the league is 
competitive, he hopes his squad can win 
the Blue Division, as well as continue their 
season into Week 11.

Postseason the goal for Pirates
By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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The Northmor Knights are 
looking for more success this 
season after fi nishing last year with 
records of 2-8 overall and 1-6 in the 

Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference Blue 
Division.

Northmor enters the season once 
again coached by B.J. Trainer, in 
his 16th season at Northmor and 
his seventh as head coach. He has 
an overall coaching record of 15-45.

The Knights have 17 returning 

letterwinners, as well as fi ve 
offensive and three defensive 
starters. Although the team lost 
some good players to graduation 
and is missing some other 
experienced players who chose not 
to play this year, Trainer expects 
his squad to be competitive, 

despite not having much on-fi eld 
experience on their side.

“We have several young men that 
decided not to play for one reason 
or another. However, we coach the 
athletes we do have to help them 
reach their full athletic potential,” 
he said.

On offense, several changes have 
been introduced by Trainer, and he 
said the Knights have decent speed 
and “a good understanding of what 
they are being asked to do.”

Senior Jordan Wiseman is 
expected to be under center as 
the season kicks off. The offensive 
line has some size and experience. 
Multi-purpose player and returning 
letterwinner Demetrius Johnson 
could have a big impact on the 
offensive side of things.

Defensively, Northmor lacks size 
and game experience, but is very 
quick.

“We will be able to run to the ball 
well and have good aggression,” 
Trainer said.

Many players will see time on 
both sides of the ball.

“We would like to be one of the 
better teams in the Blue Division 
and be in the top three major 
statistical categories. But wins 
are paramount,” Trainer said. 
“We’ll show up every Friday night 
and play with great intensity and 
passion. We will be physical and 
give ourselves the best chance to be 
successful.”

19 E. High St.,  P.O. Box 189
Mt. Gilead

419-947-8585 or 419-946-7876

Tom C. Elkin Co.,  LPA

Julie Stake, Agent
419-947-4575

A Revolution in Insurance
38 W. Center Street • PO Box 330

Mt. Gilead, OH 43338-0330
Ph: 419-947-4575 • Fax: 419-946-4906

www.jmiquote.com

Knights looking for better 2016

By Chad Clinger
cclinger@civitasmedia.com

Courtesy Photo | Samantha Walker Photography

Reach out to Chad at 419-468-1117 ext.2048

The 2016 Northmor football team is pictured above.
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To improve upon last year’s 4-6 record, 
the Mount Gilead football team will need 
to replace a talented class of graduated 
players.

The team graduated 10 players, fi ve of 

whom received post-season accolades. Both 
Michael Mollohan and Deondre Cook were 
fi rst-team All-Ohioans, with Cook also 
named the Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference’s 
Player of the Year. Alex Ferguson was a 
two-time MOAC fi rst-teamer, while Zack 
Foster was also named to the fi rst team 
and Jacob Robinson made the second team. 

Also gone are Sawyer Shipman, Connor 
Philpot, Andrew McFarland, Frankie 
Poppell and Tyler Beers.

However, the team does return a number 
of key contributors. Senior Jonah Barnett 
ran for 1160 yards last year and was an 
All-Ohio special mention pick, as well as a 
fi rst-team MOAC selection. Another senior, 
fi rst-team MOAC receiver Tyler Bland (39 
receptions), will move to quarterback to 
lead the offense. Both will also play in the 
backfi eld on defense.

Two more seniors, Danny Williamson 
and Anthony Clark, both have previously 
received honorable mention recognition 
in the league. Also back are senior Jasper 
Miller; juniors Timmy Brower, Keegan 
McAvoy, Seth Young, Hunter Trimmer 
and Tyler Cooper and sophomore Mason 
Mollohan.

“Like anyone, we need to stay healthy,” 
said head coach Jason Ross. “We have a 
number of players returning that played 
signifi cant time and we are working to 
build on their experience, including 10 
players with extensive playing time on 
an offense that averaged 365 yards per 

game. We must shore up our defense by 
being more aggressive and tackling better. 
Replacing our graduates, especially Cole, 
Mollohan and Ferguson, will be no small 
task.”

The coach noted that picking things up 
on defense will be a major focus of the 
team this year.

“We have been emphasizing going the 
extra mile in everything we do,” he said. 
“We must be much more consistent, 
especially on defense. There’s a reason 
that, “Get a little bit better every day,” is a 
well-worn cliche.”

In the conference, Ross cited Highland 
and Fredericktown as favorites due to 
their traditions of success and returning 
experience, but also mentioned Centerburg 
and Cardington as contenders. He has 
optimism about his team’s chances…as long 
as his players can avoid injury.

“We had a great offseason in our 
strength and conditioning program and 
many of our players had success in other 
sports,” he said. “We have a very strong 
senior class, both in terms of talent and 
leadership abilities. Our numbers are 
slightly down, so depth could be an issue if 
the injury bug bites. We have a great group 
of knowledgable and committed assistant 
coaches.”

149 Iberia St., Mt. Gilead, OH 43338

419-947-5800
www.pizzaburgpizza.com

WE DELIVER!
PIZZA BURG

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

MG looking to get better

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Mount Gilead’s football team for the 2016 season is in the above picture.
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Highland’s volleyball team is in the above picture.

While Highland’s volleyball team 
finished with a 22-3 record last year, 
they didn’t advance through districts 
to regionals after two straight 
regional final appearances.

However, with seven letter-winners 
returning, head coach Rob Terrill is 
hoping his squad is able to get back 
to that level. Senior Ashton Terrill 
was a third-team All-Ohioan, as well 
as the Central District and Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference Player of the 
Year.

Senior Taylor Belcher was a 
second team pick by both the MOAC 
and district, while another senior, 
Kelsey Walters was a second team 
MOAC player. Also back are senior 
Katie Coffee, juniors Bailey Santo 
and Krista Walters and sophomore 
Bridget Oder.

“We hope to contend for the 
MOAC Blue championship once 
again, as well as a Central District 
championship,” said coach Terrill. 
“Our experience should pay off early.”

To achieve those goals, the Scots 
will have to replace a quartet of 
graduates. Brogin Denman was a first 
team pick in the league, while Elora 
Stiltner earned honorable mention 
recognition. Also gone are Marlese 
Ferguson and Sierra Mailey. New to 
the squad will be freshman Raina 
Terry and junior Parker Steck.

In league play, the coach knows a 
lot of teams will be gunning for his 
team and its lengthy winning streak 
in conference play.

“Centerburg has a solid core of 
returning players, Cardington made 
good strides last year and looks to 
continue that this year, Northmor 
always competes at a high level 
against us, Fredericktown has a nice 
mix of older players and younger 
players, East Knox and Mount Gilead 
really picked it up defensively last 
year and Elgin lost several key players 
and has a new coach,” he said in 
breaking down the opposition.

Scots look to return to regionals
By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-
3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter at 
@SportsMCS
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“offering our family tradition of caring and trust.”

Gompf
Funeral Service

(419) 864-9045
www.gompffh.com

Robert E. Gompf • Gene L. Gompf • LeAnne S. Gompf • Michalene N. Gompf-Oates • Gregory J. Gompf419-946-4015

Agronomy  •  Feed
Petroleum

MG runners gunning for state

After a 2015 season in which 
both his boys’ and girls’ cross 
country teams just missed out on 
state appearances, placing sixth and 
seventh at regionals, respectively, 
Mount Gilead coach Dennis West is 
hoping to get over that hump this 
year.

Both teams return a strong group 
of veterans, with the boys having 
the most experience back with 
seven lettermen. While the team 
did graduate Kyle Ciballi, their 
third runner last year, West expects 
strong results from his returnees.

“We have three very solid runners 
returning with varsity and state 
season experience,” he said. “We 
have strong front runners in Austin 
Hallabrin, Casey White and Nick 
Weiss and we have a strong pack 
from our four to nine runners.”

Hallabrin qualified for the state 
meet as an individual last year and 

placed 18th to cap a strong season 
in which he was the Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference champion.

“Austin Hallabrin has had a great 
running career the past three years 
in cross country and track,” said 
the coach. “He has been to state 
every year in both sports, plus 
stood on the state podiums.”

Of the returnees, Hallabrin 
and Weiss are both seniors, while 
White, Kyle White, Trevor Ball, 
Gavin Robinson and Sy Shipman 
are all sophomores.

“We want to focus on winning the 
MOAC title and the district title,” 
said West. “We want to be in the 
top four at region to go after the 
state. We are planning on getting to 
state — our numbers are up and we 
have a stronger top seven.”

The girls’ team graduated their 
lone state representative from last 
year in Jenna Shipman, as well as 
varsity competitor Kelsey Snyder, 
but West still feels he has a lot of 
strong experience.

Returning are seniors Hannah 
Bush, Darcy Picker and Savannah 
Randall; junior Kelly Baer and 
sophomores Jadyn Shipman and 
Micah James. Bush and Picker 
both have run in the state meet in 
previous years.

“Our senior experience is a major 
factor for the season,” said West. 
“We have a strong top five. We 
have two girls returning with state 
meet experience and some talented 
freshmen.”

With seven runners in that 
freshman class, they compose 
nearly half the team, ensuring their 
performances will play a big role in 
the team’s success.

“We want to focus on winning the 
MOAC championship title, improve 
on our district and regional places 
and go after the state,” said West.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-
3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him on Twitter at 
@SportsMCS

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

The Mount Gilead boys’ cross country team is pictured above.

Photos by Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Pictured above is Mount Gilead’s girls’ cross country squad.

After finishing 12-10 last 
year, Northmor volleyball 
coach Kara Wright will return 
an experienced team for the 
2016 season.

While the Knights graduated 
first team Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference and Central 

District selection Mikayla 
Briggs and two-year letter-
winner Karlee Carroll, they 
return 10 athletes who lettered 
last year.

Senior Lindsey Wiseman 
was a honorable mention pick 
by the league last year, while 
seniors Rayanna Loyer and 
Erica McElvain; juniors Jordyn 
Zoll, Chloe Meier, Caitlin 
Thebeault, Hope Miracle, 

Kelsie Fike and Cristianna 
Boggs and sophomore Anna 
Donner also return.

New to the team this year 
are senior Bailey Komer, 
sophomore Aly Blunk and 
freshman Leslie Brubaker.

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Lady Knights return experience

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-
946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him on 
Twitter at @SportsMCS

Northmor’s volleyball team for this fall is in the above picture.
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Northmor girls’ cross 
country coach Mark Yaussy is 
very optimistic this year. With 
eight returning runners with 
varsity experience, as well as 
a lot of promising newcomers, 
the long-time coach thinks his 
squad has the potential to be as 
good as any he’s coached.

“We should be very 
competitive this year,” he 
said. “We have a nice mix of 
veterans and new runners who 
have worked very hard this 
summer. We hope to be in the 
top three at every invitational. 
This is shaping up to be one of 
the best teams Northmor has 
ever fi elded.”

Returning are Brooke 
Bennett, Selena Cortez, 
Vivienne Cutrupi, Kristen 
Duryea, Samantha Grogg, 
Rachel Morrison, Samantha 
Peters and Allyssa Pearce. 
They will be joined by junior 
Maria Lee and freshmen 
Julianna Ditullio, Maddie 

Jordan, Jessica Duryea, Sabrina 
Kelley and Frankie Cutrupi 
— who Yaussy hopes will 
outweigh the losses of Isabelle 
Ditullio and Reanne McDonald 
to graduation.

In the conference, Yaussy 
looks at Fredericktown and 
Mount Gilead to provide the 
toughest competition.

The boys’ team, under 
new head coach Kevin Ruhl, 
also is optimistic for a strong 
season. While Spencer Adams 
graduated from last year’s 
team, he has fi ve lettermen 
coming back, as well as a 
number of varsity newcomers.

Seniors James Walker and 
A.J. White return, as do junior 
Kaleb Hart and sophomores 
Mostyn Evans and Alec Moore. 
Ruhl also has high expectations 
for senior Calvin Komer, 
junior Manny Heilman and 
sophomores B.J. White and 
Kyle Price.

“We hope to be very 
competitive this season,” he 
said. “We have several guys 
who have experience running 

at the varsity level in both cross 
country and track. The guys 
are competitive and they will 
work hard to improve their 
times throughout the season.”

In the Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference, Ruhl looks 
at Mount Gilead and 

Fredericktown to be at the top 
of the Blue Division standings, 
but feels that his team can be 
up there with them by the end 
of the season.

First-Knox National Bank 
is committed to giving 
locally to help build a 
stronger community.
That’s why we’re proud to support 
Mount Gilead Schools. Go Indians!

419.946.9010 • FirstKnox.com

Northmor’s girls’ cross country team is in the above picture.

Photos by Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Pictured above is the Northmor boys’ cross country team.

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Knight runners ready for good season

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-
946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him 
on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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419-947-9540 • 800-466-9540
“Where Your Satisfaction is Our Success”

Serving Morrow County Since . . . . . . 1978

Bob McElroy Realty
169 West High St., Mt. Gilead, OH 43338

Residential, Commercial, Farms, Auctions & Property Management
Good Luck Athletes!

Cardington Home and auto
Carsner true Value Hardware

117 West Main Street
Cardington, Ohio 43315
Phone: 419-864-6035
Fax: 419-864-6045

Scott Carsner
Ronnie Carsner

Chris Carsner

After finishing 7-16 last year, second-year 
Cardington volleyball coach Kendra Mosher is 
hoping her team can improve to the .500 mark.

While they graduated Samantha Brininger, who 
was a first team pick by both the Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference and Central District, they do return 
seven letter-winners. Libero Rylie Partlow was 
named to the second team by the league and got 
honorable mention recognition from the district. 
She led the team with 372 digs.

MaKenna McClure and Racheal Rees tied 
for second on the team in kills and blocks, with 
McClure named honorable mention by the MOAC. 
Marissa Hall led the team in assists, while Markayla 
Sites, Jordan Deskins and Olivia Jones also return 
from last year’s squad. Of the returnees, Rees and 
Sites are seniors, while the rest of juniors.

They will be joined by juniors Kyndall Spires, 
Mariah Hershey and Abby Hickman and 
sophomores Paige Clinger and Maci Morgan.

“This season, we are repeating the goals for last 
year that we were not able to meet,” said Mosher. 
“We want to finish at the .500 mark. We also want 
to play more as a team and be highly competitive in 
all of our matches.”

An improved conference finish is essential to 
meeting those goals.

“We hope to finish in the top four in the 
conference this year,” added the coach. “The 
teams in our conference to look out for are mainly 
Highland and Centerburg. They have been in the 
top for the past couple of years and we hope to be 
able to compete well with them and the other teams 
in our conference to make our goals realistic.”

Courtesy Photo | Donna Kill
Cardington’s volleyball team is pictured above.

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Improvement the goal for Lady Pirates

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Pirate golfers have high hopes

Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
Cardington’s golf team is in the above picture.

With a number of returnees, 
Cardington golf coach Troy 
King is hoping that his team 
can earn its second league 
championship in school history 
this fall.

Austin Yake, who led the 
team with a 41.2 average for 
nine holes last year and was a 
first-team pick in the Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference, already 
has gotten off to a strong 
start, winning both the MOAC 
Coaches Invitational and the 
Danville Invite.

Nadia Kerman returns after 
being a second-team MOAC 

performer with a 47.2 average. 
Both her and another letter-
winner, Sage Brannon (57.4 
average) will compete on the 
varsity team during the regular 
season before taking part in 
the girls’ sectional meet in the 
postseason.

Also back are senior Austin 
Wilson (56.3) and sophomores 
Jacob Spires (57.0) and Logan 
Doubikin (58.4).

“These letter-winners have 
worked hard and put time in all 
summer long to improve our 
team position in the conference 
race,” said King.

With 14 participants on the 
team, the coach feels that many 
different golfers could have the 

opportunity to help the team, 
citing senior Mac Warren and 
freshman Cayman Spires as 
examples.

“Our goals are to improve 
on last year’s 183.4 scoring 
average and to possibly 
challenge for a conference title 
that has only happened once 
in school history,” said King. 
“These players call and text 
each other to meet at Pine 
Lakes to practice and improve 
their game. Early on, the 
team has real good team unity 
and will push each other to 
improve each week.”

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-
946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with him 
on Twitter at @SportsMCS
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middle school team, but are 
closely followed by Zach 
DeBord, Bruce Jordan, Alex 
McCafferty, Christian Miller, 
Bode Sardinha and Zach 
Wetzel.”

With a deep and talented 
team, Wilhelm is hoping 
to return to the top of the 

MOAC and district and, 
hopefully, make the team’s 
fi rst return to the state meet 
in some time.

“The Blue Division race 
could see many regional 
qualifi ers and state 
qualifi ers at the front of the 
race,” he said. “Highland, 

Fredericktown and Mount 
Gilead look to be the top 
three teams competing 
for the team title, with 
Cardington, Centerburg and 
Northmor not far behind.”

TRI-RIVERS - Jobs for TODAY!
• Throughout the U.S., good jobs are going unfilled 
because workers lack needed technical skills.

Through programs like RAMTEC, Tri-Rivers works directly with 
businesses and corporations in the region like Honda and Whirlpool to 
train students to meet the demands of today’s job market.

• Tri-Rivers is a proud partner in the community.
Our graduates typically remain in the community becoming vital 
members of our local workforce. Without a doubt, good schools 
producing work-ready graduates maintain our quality of life.

tririvers.com

Care Like You’ve Never SeeN Before.

Bennington GlenBennington GlenBennington GlenBennington GlenBennington Glen
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center

The Villas Assisted Living

825 State Route 61, Marengo, Ohio 43334
419-253-0144 or toll free 1-888-BEN-GLEN

www.bennglen.com

825 State Route 61, Marengo, Ohio 43334 • 419-253-0144 or toll free 1-888-BEN-GLEN • www.bennglen.com

Scot CC working to climb in MOAC

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-
946-3010, ext. 1807. Connect with 
him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Photos by Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

Rob 
Hamilton 
| Morrow 
County 
Sentinel 
In the 
picture is 
Highland’s 
boys’ cross 
country 
team.

Highland’s 
girls’ 
cross 
country 
team is 
in the 
picture.

With seven letter-winners 
coming back on the girls’ 
team and eight returning 
for the boys’ team, Highland 
cross country coach Shawn 
Wilhelm has plenty of 
reasons for optimism heading 
into this year.

The girls return seniors 
Jenna Brown and Laura 
Spearman; juniors Olivia 
Longhenry and Sophia 
Thompson and sophomores 
Clarissa Dudgeon, Liz 
Jensen and Morgan Wilhelm. 
While they graduated Jena 
Buchholz, Brianna Dado and 
Lydia Morgan, they have 
some newcomers ready to 
step up and make an impact.

“There are four freshman 
girls that are looking to fi nd a 
spot on the varsity team this 

year,” said coach Wilhelm. 
“Brooklyn Geiger is leading 
the pack of freshmen and 
is consistently running at 
the front of the overall pack 
during practices. Madison 
Cecil, Sami Trusler and 
Annie Bailey are also looking 
to contribute.”

Wilhelm noted that the 
team also can rely on the 
experience of Spearman and 
Thompson who both have 
run at the regional level. 
However, he added that it 
could be tough to move up in 
the league standings, as only 
four of the top 21 placers 
in the Blue Division have 
graduated.

“Fredericktown returns a 
very solid group of girls from 
last season’s championship, 
but Centerburg, Highland, 
Mount Gilead and Northmor 
are all closing the gap,” he 

said.
The boys are in much the 

same boat, combining their 
returning experience with a 
talented freshman class. Back 
are seniors Tyler Bowen, 
Christian Buchholz and 
Jimmy Tebbe; juniors Nick 
O’Bryant and Jacob Serio 
and sophomores Chandler 
Bumpus, Collin Kipp and 
Dalton Lee.

“The big addition for this 
season is the freshman class,” 
said Wilhelm. “There are 
10 of them and eight were 
part of the middle school 
boys’ team that fi nished the 
regular season undefeated 
and won the COAL meet 
last season. They also ran at 
a middle school state meet 
and fi nished second overall. 
Branton Howard and Bailey 
Damron were the top two 
runners coming from the 
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At Consolidated we know how important it is to be part of a team. As a part of our national 
brand, Touchstone Energy, we are part of more than 680 cooperatives. Working together 

we serve over 40 million member-owners just like you. 
Teamwork is what strong communities are built on. Our hometown is your 

hometown and together we can’t go wrong.

www.consolidatedelectric.coop
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