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By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

Mount Gilead will be looking to 
continue their strong run in track this 
season behind a number of returning 
letter-winners.

The Indians, who were conference, 
district and regional champions last 
year behind coach Lauren Huelsman, 
have 10 letter-winning boys back, as 
well as eight girls.

For the boys, five of those returnees 
have state meet experience in seniors 
Jonah Barnett, Austin Hallabrin and 
Nick Weiss and sophomores Brandon 
Stevens and Casey White. Hallabrin, 
Weiss and White run distance, while 
Barnett and Stevens are in the sprints, 
with Stevens also competing in the 

jumps.
Junior sprinter/thrower Dustin Fraiz-

er competed in regionals last year, while 
senior sprinter/jumper Drake McCallen 
was a district finalist. Also back are 
junior Nick McKinney and sophomores 
Connor Page and Kyle White.

The girls have four returnees who 
were in the state meet last year. Senior 
printer Olivia Brewer was a state final-
ist, while distance runners Hannah 
Bush (senior), Darcy Picker (senior) 
and Micah James (sophomore) also ran 
in the meet.

Senior Savannah Randall (throws, 
jumps) was a regional qualifier, while 
juniors Addison Chapman (sprints) 
and Corrin Watts (sprints, jumps) and 
sophomore Skylar Edwards (throws) 
also return for MG.

Both teams will have to replace some 
key members from last year, though. 
The boys graduate All-Ohioans Sawyer 
Shipman and Kyle Ciballi, state quali-
fier Deondre Cook and district finalist 
Jason Robinson; while the girls will be 
without All-Ohioan Jenna Shipman, 
state qualifier Morgan Brooke and 
Kelsey Snyder.

However, Huelsman has some new-
comers she’s expecting to see contrib-
ute points to their teams’ totals this 
season. For the boys, senior Bryceton 
Gaines and freshmen Liam Dennis and 
Ethan Supplee were mentioned, as were 
freshman girls Jessica Brewer, Baylee 
Hack, Kelsey Kennon, Alexis McCoy, 
Bridgette Millisor and Dakota Shipman.

“The ultimate goal for our team is to 
be on the podium at the state meet in 

June at Jesse Owens Stadium,” said the 
coach. “That is what we train and pre-
pare for each day. We are going to look 
at early meets as indicators at where we 
are and what to work on. By May, we 
will be dialing into our strengths and 
finding the best fit for each athlete to be 
successful individually, as well as for a 
team title.”

Huelsman is hoping her teams can 
win their final Mid-Ohio Athletic Con-
ference titles before moving to a new 
league, and then continuing to collect 
hardware at the district, regional and 
state levels. In the conference, she looks 
at Northmor to deliver the toughest test 
for both the boys and girls.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

MG track teams out to repeat as champs

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

While his Cardington softball team has 
a lot of returnees, coach Tod Brininger 
knows they will have to replace a pair of 
valuable graduates in order to replicate 
last year’s 26-2 record and district cham-
pionship.

“We lost two incredibly gifted seniors 
last year,” said Brininger. “Samantha 
Brininger may have been the best player 
to ever come through Cardington and 
Savannah Chalfant was a dominating 
pitcher. However, those were our only 
two seniors.”

Both of those two earned All-Ohio 
accolades, as far as first-team honors in 
the Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference and 
Central District, with Brininger being 
named the player of the year in both the 
MOAC and district. However, the Pirates 
return a number of players who earned 
their own awards during last year’s cam-
paign.

Overall, the team had seven girls get 
MOAC honors, including four-year start-
ers Alyson Adams (Mount Vernon Naza-
rene commit) and Dakota Crum and 
juniors Rylie Partlow, Brooklyn Whitt 
(Kent State verbal commit) and Allie 
Moore.

Also back are junior Makenna 
McClure, the team’s top returning 
pitcher, and sophomores Paige Clinger, 
Paige Chalfant, Taiylor Hubley, Raelynn 
Counts and Heather Sparkman. Added 
to the mix are freshmen Bayley Adams, 
Keirson George and Casey Bertke.

Brininger noted that Bertke will be 
expected to see action on the mound, 
while George is a Purdue verbal commit.

“Our team strengths will be experi-
ence and hitting,” said the coach. “We 
have a hole at shortstop we will be trying 
to fill, but we can hit the ball extremely 
well. General defense is a concern.”

However, the coach is optimistic his 

team can maintain their recent success, 
noting they play a tough non-league 
schedule to prepare them for challenges 
down the road.

“We expect to compete for the MOAC 
Blue Division championship again,” he 
said. “Fredericktown will be very good 
and Highland, Elgin and East Knox 
could all compete as well. We won the 
district crown last year and we are look-
ing to repeat as champions. Our sched-
ule is very difficult to prepare us for that 
challenge.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Cardington girls out to repeat in MOAC, district
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Highland’s baseball team for this spring is pictured.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Courtesy Photo | HR Imaging

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

For the Highland baseball team to 
duplicate last year’s Mid-Ohio Athletic 
Conference championship, they will have 
to overcome the loss of nine seniors.

However, coach Donovan Kline’s 
squad does return six letter-winners to 
offset the graduation of Conner Ulrey, 
Andrew Stillwell, Wyatt Gresh, Jacob 
Fox, Chase Beam, Alex “Wink” Wright, 
Justin Robinson, Devin Schoelkopf and 
Shane Carney.

Senior Max Schreiber and juniors 
Lane Ballard and Sam Lopiccolo are 
two-year lettermen. Both Schreiber (Uni-
versity of Nebraska commit) and Ballard 
also were first-team All-MOAC picks. 
Also back are senior Colten Liszkai, 
junior Matt Reid and sophomore Mack 
Anglin, a Clemson University commit.

“Highland will look to replace the loss 
of nine seniors, so the first goal will be 
to get a young team ready to compete at 
the varsity level,” said Kline. “Highland’s 
season goal is to compete for a league 
title and a district championship. We 

have pitching, catchers and character 
guys, but our concerns are leadership, 
an inexperienced team and situational 
baseball.”

Also on the team are seniors Caleb 
Carder and Scotty Adkins; juniors Bryce 
Geiger, Drew Duncan, Joey Bennett, 
Josh Cantrell and Kyle Munday and 
sophomores Reese Weissenfluh, Tate 
Tobin and Jarin Vasquez.

Kline is expecting the league race to 
be exciting this year, noting that there 
are several teams with the potential to 
take the Blue title.

“I believe the MOAC is really balanced 
and it should be wide open,” he said. 
“Fredericktown, Centerburg, Highland 
and Cardington would probably be the 
favorites on paper, but Northmor is 
much improved and was playing the 
best baseball in the league along with 
Cardington at the end of 2016. Elgin has 
two really solid pitchers and East Knox 
can beat anyone on any given night. It 
should be an exciting year.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Scot boys must replace nine seniors
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Northmor’s girls’ track team is in the above picture.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Courtesy Photo | Unique Images
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Pictured above is the 2017 boys’ track team at Northmor.                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Courtesy Photo | Unique Images

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

Northmor girls’ track coach Mark Yaussy 
is hoping a balanced team leads to a very 
successful season.

The coach returns a lot of letter winners 
and adds a few newcomers. Seniors Allie 
Borders, Selena Cortez, Jenna Dunn, Kris-
ten Duryea, Rachel Morrison and Karalee 
Patterson return to provide leadership. 
Duryea is a three-time state qualifier in 
cross country, while Patterson advanced to 
regionals in the pole vault.

Juniors Brooke Bennett, Cristianna 
Boggs, Viv Cutrupi and Hope Miracle 
return; as do sophomore Samantha Peters 
(a two-time state cross country performer) 
and Maiya Craft.

While the team graduated Isabelle Ditul-

lio and Brooke Buzzard from last year’s 
squad, Yaussy has high hopes for newcom-
ers Julianna Ditullio, Jessica Duryea and 
Sabrina Kelley.

“We should be a very balanced team,” he 
said. “We have very competitive sprinters 
and distance runners. We hope to finish in 
the top three at every invitational we par-
ticipate in. In addition, we hope to improve 
each week and prepare ourselves for the 
state tournament.”

The coach is expecting strong competi-
tion in the Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference, 
citing Mount Gilead as the team to beat 
in the Blue Division and Fredericktown as 
another potential challenger.

The boys’ team also returns some top-
quality athletes, but Kevin Ruhl’s squad 
will have to fill a few more holes due to 

graduation.
Gone are state-qualifying pole vaulter 

Aaron Vitte, as well as Spencer Adams, 
Collin Berg, Nathan Bird and Josh Caudill.

“These guys scored a lot of our points 
last year on our MOAC runner-up team,” 
said Ruhl. “Many of these guys were 
regional and state qualifiers.”

Junior Demetrius Johnson will be 
expected to contribute a lot of points to 
the team. He was the Division III state 
long jump champion as a freshman and 
qualified in that event last year. He also 
was the MOAC champion in it last year, as 
well as the 200 and 400.

The Knights will also be strong in the 
high jump and hurdles, as seniors James 
Walker and Kolton Smith also return. 
Walker advanced to state in the high jump 

and was a regional qualifier in the 300 hur-
dles, while Smith competed in regionals in 
both the high jump and 110 hurdles.

Senior A.J. White also returns to the 
distance squad after suffering an injury last 
year. Ruhl expects him to at least advance 
to regionals.

“We want to compete and score more 
points at big invitationals as a team,” he 
said. “We know that we have several tal-
ented individuals who we expect to make 
it to the state competition to compete for 
podium positions.”

In the league, Ruhl looks at Mount Gil-
ead as the top competition, citing their 
success in winning the league, district 
meet and regional meet last year.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 1807. 
Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Knights off to build on last year’s success
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Highland girls have experience returning
By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

Under new coach Shelly Hornsby, the 
Highland Scots have a lot of returnees 
providing experience as the team works 
to improve on last year’s 10-13 mark.

While the team lost Ashlyn Jordan to 
graduation and first-team All-Mid-Ohio 
Athletic Conference player Parker Steck 
to injury, they have plenty returning.

Bridget Oder was a first-team all-
league player, while Kaitlyn Carney was 

a second-team pick and Katie Coffee 
received honorable mention recognition. 
Kelsey Walters, who lettered as a sopho-
more, returns after missing last year due 
to injury and Harlee Steck, Lucy Smith, 
Abby O’Bryant, Liz Jensen and Morgan 

Wilhelm all also return.
Hornsby also expects newcomers Mat-

tie Ruehrmund and Allie Lafever to con-
tribute at the varsity level.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Highland’s softball team for the 2017 season is pictured above.                                                                                                         Courtesy Photo | HR Imaging   
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By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

In his second year as coach of the 
Cardington baseball team, Nathan 
Strome is hoping for a big improvement 
over last year’s 10-16 record.

Having an experienced roster back 
helps with that goal, as the team returns 

nine letter winners, four of whom 
earned postseason awards last year.

Senior Devin Pearl hit .387 last year 
and finished as a first-team pick by both 
the Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference and 
the Central District. Another senior, 
Nate Craig, boasted the same average 
and was a second-team selection by the 
league and district.

Junior Daniel Kill earned honorable 
mention in the Central District and 
junior Garrett Wagner was an honorable 
mention pick by the MOAC. Also back 
are seniors Mac Warren, Austin Edgell, 
Bobby Davis and Clayton Clark and 
junior Devin Jackson.

Strome also looks at freshmen Nico 
Wade and Danny Vaught as newcomers 

who will help the team this year.
With that returning experience, the 

Pirate coach is looking for his team to 
contend for a Blue Division title, but 
notes that Fredericktown and Highland 
will provide tough competition.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Pirate boys have a lot of experience returning
This year’s Cardington baseball team is in the above picture.                                                                                                                                                                                                      Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel 
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By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com

Northmor returns a lot of talent from 
last year’s softball team, as head coach 
Russ Montgomery looks to improve 
upon that team’s 14-9 record in this, his 
third year at the helm of the Knights.

Eight players on the team have at 
least one year of varsity experience, 
with three of those earning postseason 
awards last year.

Both junior Cristianna Boggs and 
sophomore Lily Tate were recognized by 

both the Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference 
and Central District, while senior Lydia 
Farley earned all-league honors. Also 
back are seniors Shelbey Lilly, Andrea 
Weis and Lindsey Wiseman; junior Kel-
sie Fike and sophomore Aly Blunk.

They will be joined by junior Alee 
Ivy, sophomores Maggie Singer, Tashia 
Bolton and Jessica McIe and freshmen 
Michalea Zeger, Anna Detwiler and Bri-
ana Bennett.

Montgomery feels that defense and 
pitching will be among the team’s 
strong points, although he notes they’ll 

have to overcome some early-season 
injury issues.

“Defense has been the strength of the 
team in the past and looks really good in 
the preseason,” he said. “We are missing 
Kelsie Fike at first base due to surgery. 
She should be back the third week of 
April. We’re looking for Shelbey to have 
a really good year as the starting pitch-
er. She’s improved in the offseason. The 
top six in the line-up should produce 
this year.”

With that returning strength in the 
line-up, the Knight coach is hoping his 

players can wind up on top in a strong 
Blue Division in the MOAC.

“Winning the tough MOAC Blue Divi-
sion is the main goal for the team,” he 
said. “If the underclassmen continue to 
step it up, we should be in good posi-
tion to do that. Having a good tourna-
ment run is always in the picture. With 
the division having really good teams, 
we’ll have to stay focused and play our 
best.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Northmor SB returns strong group
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Pictured above is Northmor’s varsity baseball team for the spring season.                                                                                                         Courtesy Photo | Unique Images

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

While Buck Workman returns a lot of 
talent from last year’s 11-13 Northmor 
baseball team, he feels his squad will 
have to work hard to overcome the loss 
of three graduates.

Jake Farley was a second-team All-
Ohio player last year and a three-time 

first-team All-Mid-Ohio Athletic Con-
ference performers. Also, Gunnar Lilly 
was a second-team league player and 
Bryan Hammond earned honorable 
mention.

“I think we are going to miss our 
three seniors greatly,” said Workman. 
“Their leadership will be tough to 
replace, but I think we have a couple 
upperclassmen that can do it. We’re 

going to need to be more consistent 
on a daily basis. Right now, kids look 
good at time and then others, not so 
much.”

Senior Jordan Wiseman is a three-
year letterman, while classmate Nate 
Hall is a two-year letterman who was 
named to the Central District’s second 
team last year. Senior Sam Eichorn and 
juniors Conan Becker and Tyler Keg-

ley also are two-year lettermen, while 
juniors Kyle Kegley and Austin Wheel-
er and sophomores Mostyn Evans and 
Ryland Thomas both lettered last year.

Wiseman, Eichorn and Kyle Kegley 
all had some success on the mound last 
year, while Hall recorded a .308 batting 
average.

Northmor BB must overcome graduation losses

See NORTHMOR | 11
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By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

This year’s version of the Mount Gil-
ead baseball team will have a decidedly 
different look than the 2016 version.

Greg Gompf’s squad graduated 11 
seniors, including eight starters, leaving 
him with a number of young players in 
key roles.

There are six seniors on the squad, 
with four of them possessing a good bit 
of varsity experience, to build around, 
though. Both Cory Conant and Tyler 
Bland are three-year letter winners, 
while Evan Edwards and Alex Coder 
have lettered twice.

Also expected to contribute are 
seniors Alex Clark and Trevor McCoy, 

juniors Isaac George and Bryce Treisch 
and sophomore Mitchell Bell.

“Our strength will be our defense,” 
said Gompf. “Our biggest concerns are 
our depth overall and as a pitching staff.”

The coach noted that while seven of 
his players could see time on the mound, 
he was still working to set a rotation.

In the league, Gompf feels his team 
could be a factor if effort is put into get-
ting better as the season progresses.

“Highland is the favorite with two 
Division I pitching commits,” he said. 
“We will have to work hard and play 
good, solid defense to compete at the top 
of the league.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

MG boys have to 
replace big senior class

The coach has a number of young 
players he’s hoping will rise up and 
take over roles on the team.

“We have a few sophomores — Chris 
Bood and the Bentley brothers — that 
got their feet wet last year that will 
compete for varsity time along with 
a couple more freshmen in Brayden 
Black and Hunter Mariotti,” he said. 
“Freshman Wyatt Reeder will start for 
us on the varsity.”

The coach noted that there will be 
plenty of competition for varsity spots, 
citing team depth as a strength. The 
program has 33 players in grades 9-12.

“I’m excited about this group,” he 
said. “I think we will be a little more 

athletic than we have been in a long 
time. We just need to throw strikes and 
make plays on defense. We don’t have 
anyone throwing 90. We need to limit 
mistakes on our end and give ourselves 
a chance.”

He’s hoping his players mature quick-
ly, as he expects the league to be tough 
this year, with many teams fighting for 
the title.

“Fredericktown and Highland will 
be a couple of times at the top of the 
league,” he said. “Centerburg, East 
Knox and

Cardington are really good, too. 
Every night out is tough in this league. 
Our new boys will learn real quick that 
you have to play seven full innings to 
get wins.”

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

From page 10

Northmor
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Highland’s boys’ track team is in the above picture.                                     Courtesy Photo | HR Imaging   
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By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

This year, the Highland track and field 
teams will be coached by returning head 
coach Derek Bower and first-year head 
coach Steven Stooksbury, with former 
head coaches Chip Wendt and Shawn 
Wilhelm assisting, as well as first-year 
track coach Heather Barbour.

That group of coaches will have a lot 
of athletes to manage, as there are 45 
boys and 40 girls representing the Scots 

this spring.
The boys have a strong group of 

returnees expected to anchor the squad. 
Seniors Austyn Albanese (sprints), Wil-
liam Parsley (sprints, long jump), Caleb 
Matos (mid-distance) and Zach Baker 
(shot, discus) will be looked on to pro-
vide points in their events.

Other veterans expected to help are 
juniors Travis Mentzer (distance), Gavin 
Kafka (hurdles, long jump, high jump) 
and Dalton Lee (distance) and sopho-

mores Brock Veley (sprints) and Chase 
Carpenter (sprints). Bower added that 
he expects freshman Jack Weaver to 
score points when not participating in 
baseball.

“There is a lot of young talent and 
some upperclassmen new to track that 
will help round out the Flying Scots this 
year,” he said.

The girls also return a number of qual-
ity athletes. Seniors Taylor Belcher (high 
jump regional qualifier, mid-distance), 

Jenna Brown (sprints), Meg Mitchell 
(sprints) and Laura Spearman (distance) 
are expected to lead the way.

Also expected to contribute are juniors 
Alex Debord (mid-distance) and Sophia 
Thompson (distance).

“There are many fresh faces this year 
and we are looking for them to make an 
impact so we are in the conversation at 
the end of the season,” said Bower.

Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Highland track has many athletes this year
Pictured above is the girls’ track team at Highland.                         Courtesy Photo | HR Imaging
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In the above picture is the boys’ track team at Cardington.                                Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel
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Cardington’s girls’ track team is pictured above.              Rob Hamilton | Morrow County Sentinel

By Rob Hamilton
MCSSports@civitasmedia.com 

Cardington girls’ track coach Colin 
Hansen is expecting his program to be 
much improved this year, as the Pirates 
return a number of letter winners and 
are adding some new talent to the mix.

Back are seven letter winners, includ-
ing regional qualifiers Nadia Kerman 

(senior thrower) and Lilly Grooms 
(junior hurdles, pole vault, sprints). Ker-
man also is a school record holder.

Senior Jessica Shook (mid-distance), 
juniors Alicia McElwee (sprints, long 
jump), Sage Brannon (mid-distance, 
sprints, long jump) and Caitlyn Lee-
Rosch (sprints, pole-vault), as well as 
sophomore Abbey Lorimer (sprints, 
hurdles, high jump) also return for Card-

ington.
The team did graduate a pair of con-

tributors in Destiny Williamson and 
Eli Crum, but Hansen is expecting help 
from a few newcomers, as junior Katelyn 
Denney and freshmen Emily Benson and 
Casey Bertke join the team.

“We expect to make large improve-
ments this year with some key additions 
and expect to score very high in field 

events while we continue to tune our 
sprints and mid-distance athletes,” said 
Hansen.

The coach looks at Mount Gilead, 
Northmor and Fredericktown as the 
teams to beat in the Blue Division of the 
Mid-Ohio Athletic Conference.

 Rob Hamilton can be reached at 419-946-3010, ext. 
1807. Connect with him on Twitter at @SportsMCS

Lady Pirates working to move up in MOAC
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At Consolidated we know how important it is to be part of a team. As a part 
of our national brand, Touchstone Energy, we are part of more than 680 
cooperatives. Working together we serve over 40 million member-owners 
just like you. 

Teamwork is what strong communities are built on. Our hometown is your 
hometown and together we can’t go wrong.

www.consolidatedelectric.coop

Consolidated Electric
Cooperative, Inc.
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